
KEY THOUGHTS
Romans 1-11 is virtually all indicative, meaning factual statements of what God has done

Romans 12-15 is exhortations, commands now given to us  as a “therefore” following 1-11

Romans 12:1 – the first hearers of this letter would have been appalled at the thought of 
offering themselves as an offering

      Lev. 4:33-34 – sacrifices were graphic and bloody 

      Ex. 24:8 – sacrifices were personal – Moses tossed blood on those who were there

      Ps. 118:27 – sacrifices were a struggle – which is why they had to be tied to the horns of 
      the altar

Now the people were told to offer themselves as a sacrifice?! Why would they do this?

That’s what the “therefore” of Romans 12:1 is there for.

As Paul had laid out, Jesus had already paid a sacrifice that also was graphic, personal, 
and a struggle. (See Romans 3:23, 5:8, 6:23, and 10:9). That’s why!

Romans 12:2 – God transforms us, not conforms us. That deserves some time to consider if 
we are being available to God for that to happen.

Then, in chapters 11-15, Paul described what a life looks like that is presented as a living 
sacrifice to the Lord.

v.3-8, Paul lays out a fairly simple command which comes down to a mind shift.

How the church functions as designed:

v.3 – We are equal at the foot of the cross, in value and gifting.

v.4-5 – We are different in use, but one in identity.

v.6-8 – Cover your area. Others won’t.

Why does Paul begin with such a “minor” thing as this?

      Unity is essential in God’s body. (see Prov. 17:1 on the problem of strife)

      Unity unravels with as little as an attitude.

SCRIPTURES
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PRACTICAL AND REFLECTION 
1. Is God transforming you? How are you different? 

2.  Are there ways you find yourself thinking more highly of yourself than you ought?

3.  Are you exercising your passions and your giftings?

4. Do you harbor attitudes or carry on conversations that work against the unity of 
the church? 


