
KEY THOUGHTS
Romans 9-11 predominantly answers a singular question, “What is God doing with the 
Jews?”
History:

The early church was primarily Jewish, but after a few decades this began to shift 
and the church became more and more Gentile.
Leaders within the Jewish faith looked with animosity toward the Christians, and 
the tension seeped into the Church.
Emperor Claudius exiled all Jews out of Rome in 49 A.D. due to a growing Jewish 
population that was becoming more vocal and problematic. Thus the church there 
in Rome fairly rapidly became almost all Gentile.
Several years later, after Claudius had died, the Jews were allowed back to Rome. 
The tensions escalated and Paul had to address what God was doing with the Jews 
in this new covenant.

Romans 9-11 should be read with the dominant question of how God was dealing with 
the Jews as a whole. This is not a writing which addresses how God reaches individual 
people. For example, Romans 9:12-13 is not talking about the individuals Jacob and Esau, 
but about their descendants, Israel and Edom. We can’t think of this as being driven to 
the individual.
An overview of Romans 9-11:

Romans 9:1-5  Paul’s grief over the Jews, his kinsmen 
Romans 9:6-18                                       God works outside our responsibility
Romans 9:19-29 A peek into God’s great salvation plan
Romans 9:30 – 10:7 Righteousness is by faith, not by birth or works
Romans 10:8-15 A peek into personal salvation
Romans 10:16-21 The unbelief of the Jewish people
Romans 11:1-15                                       God uses the Jewish hardness
Romans 11:16-32 We’re all saved by the same blood

A summary could be this: God has shown kindness and permitted trouble to different 
groups of people.
This feels troublesome to us, as it relates to our own observations: Why are we born with 
the blessings we have, when others have so very little?
How do we live in faith in what feels like a n unfair world?

1. We live in a broken world in which God invites us to help restore. We lean 
tentatively on this. But we lean heavily on this…
2. We trust in the brilliant wisdom and infinite goodness of God. Paul ended this 
question with this exact answer (see Romans 11:33-36)
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How can we say that? Is it flippant? We say that because of what we have already 
read and experienced…
Romans 8:38-39!

SCRIPTURES
Romans 9-11
Romans 8:38-39

PRACTICAL AND REFLECTION
How do you wrestle with the questions that arise as you look at a world that is “not 
fair”, where some people groups have more blessings and opportunities than others? 
Do you lean on the two answers above?
While we may be “interested” in the question of what is God doing with the Jews, we 
MUST be compelled by the question of what is God doing with you?


