
How to Read the Bible Chronologically in a Year 
If you read the Bible at 200 words a minute (which is below average for pace) for 
one hour a day, you could read the Bible through in 2 months, or 6 times a year. 
Even at ½ hour or 30 minutes daily, you will read the Bible through in 4 months, or 3 
times a year! At 200 words per minute, you can read the entire Bible in about 80 
hours. The key is to not read too slow. If you find that you’re reading at a pace 
slower than this, don’t get discouraged.  

Recognize that just like other abilities, reading is a skill you develop through 
practice. If you find yourself bogging down or losing concentration, keep at it. Over 
time your ability to retain and concentrate improves through repetition. 

Also recognize that you only remember 20% of what you read, so doing this over 
and over is really quite important.  

A few simple guidelines: 
1. Carve out a time and place to read each day. Make this a habit. Schedule it 

and guard it. 
2. Don’t be afraid to skim. Reading too slow is every bit as much a problem as 

too fast. Push yourself to read faster. 
3. Shift gears. Read some passages slower and some faster. That’s OK. 
4. Read by books. Don’t skip around. Books of the Bible were written in the 

same form as other books, beginning to end. Read them that way. 
5. Make this more than reading. Make it a habit to ask yourself regularly what 

God wanted you to see each day in your reading. What does this reveal about 
God? What challenge or encouragement is there? What does this have to do 
with you?  

The Bible reading plan on the next page follows these steps. This is a 
“chronological” outline, meaning that you will read Biblical events in a “time line”. 
Entire books may be read “in the middle” of other books, as we feel this is the time 
period in which they occurred. For example, the book of Job is read toward the 
beginning of the book of Genesis. Prophet books will be read during the times of the 
kings in which they occurred. 

And finally, you will find that reading the Bible is only one step. Studying passages in 
more depth is another exercise, and one which you will want to use while you are 
reading. As you read through the Bible, our encouragement if you slow down and 
study is that you would continue to read. Do both. Keep reading at a pace, and 
study smaller portions IN ADDITION. 
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